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Once again, a deterioration of the situation in Haiti appears to have forced US policymakers to
reassess their options. Although the US initially reached an agreement with France, Venezuela and
Canada the so-called "Four Friends of Haiti" to support the imposition of a total trade embargo,
Washington has now withdrawn its support for such a measure. Backpedaling by President
Bill Clinton's administration appears to be a response to growing protests in Haiti against the
international sanctions already in place.
After lengthy deliberations, on Jan. 28 US negotiators reached an agreement with the other
members of the "Four Friends" to introduce a resolution to the UN Security Council which
would extend the existing ban on arms and petroleum to all other products, with the exception of
humanitarian goods. The draft resolution also included a ban on all non-passenger flights, a freezing
of financial assets, travel restrictions, and a series of specific measures against the individuals who
led the overthrow of President Jean Bertrand Aristide in September of 1991.
Finally, in order to enforce the new measures, the existing naval quarantine would be tightened. The
previous day, the Clinton administration had unilaterally expanded its own sanctions against the
country's military leaders by banning international financial transactions involving Haitian military
officers, freezing their assets in the US, and revoking their US visas. The Haitian military criticized
the new sanctions, characterizing them as "blackmail" and "measures calculated to destabilize"
Haitian institutions.
Washington's decision to back away from a full-scale UN embargo, however, appeared to be largely
a response to a 12- day work stoppage which the Haitian business community launched on Jan. 28.
Protest leaders announced that the strike was intended to pressure the international community to
lift the existing trade sanctions and to force the Haitian military to return to the negotiating table.
"We want to put the international community on the spot," said Max Villard, vice president of the
Haitian Chamber of Commerce. "They say they are our friends. Well, the notion of friendship had
better be redefined."
A joint statement issued by the nation's business associations read, "Democracy cannot be built
on the ruins of the nation's economy...We want to get all parties back to the table and talking."
Businesses which have announced their decision to participate in the work stoppage include hotels,
supermarkets and airlines. The work stoppage comes amidst a growing crisis in Haiti provoked by
the oil embargo. The lack of fuel has forced hospitals, international humanitarian organizations,
news media, and the majority of businesses and industries to drastically reduce their operations.
Many enterprises have been forced to shut down altogether. The fuel shortage, and the resulting
scarcity of consumer goods, has now reached the point where even the country's elite is feeling the
pinch. Clinton administration officials, fearing that a further deterioration of economic conditions in
Haiti could provoke a renewed wave of refugees bound for US shores, appear to be waiting to see
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what results are produced by the targeted US measures and the work stoppage, which is expected to
run through Feb. 9.
Meanwhile, amidst the work stoppage and other protests in Port-au-Prince, ten members of the joint
UN-Organization of American States (OAS) human rights observer mission returned to Haiti on Jan.
28. The 300-person UN-OAS mission left the country in October 1993 following a surge in political
violence. Twenty additional observers are expected to join the ten currently in the capital in the near
future.
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